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9 posters 
Below are nine posters in an approximate order which show the various political 
positions and campaigns on the issue of foreigners in Switzerland. The selection is 
focused on the last four decades. Whether for or against, old or new, the design methods 
remain astonishingly similar. Large letters, short phrases, rare questions, and vehement 
answers to those, emotional colours such as black and red, lots of 'Stop!' And 'No!', 
catchy symbols, unambiguously (broom) or ambivalently applied (playing with the Swiss 
cross). Old and new patterns of provocation and counterattack with the same methods. 
And not least contrasts and contradictions: the little Switzerland, when the issue is 
money, and the cosmopolitan Zurich, when people want an airport to be built. 
 
 

 
Swiss Socialist Party (SP Schweiz), 1999,  
'Decency can't be bought - Mr Blocher, Switzerland doesn't need your million-franc hate 
campaign'. 
Design: anonymous 
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Swiss People's Party Zurich (SVP Zürich), People's initiative against the abuse of the 
right to asylum, 1999,  
'STOP the abuse of asylum - the abuse of the right to asylum - sign the initiative'. 
Design: Hans-Rudolf Abächerli 
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Democratic Party (Demokratische Partei), 1966,  
'Stop the inundation by foreigners'.  
Design: Schumacher Atelier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nigg, Heinz (Hrsg.) (1999) Da und fort. Leben in zwei Welten. Interviews, Berichte und 
Dokumente zur Immigration und Binnenwanderung in der Schweiz. Zürich: Limmat Verlag 
 
 
 
 

 
Referendum committee against the erosion of the right to asylum and the intensification 
of the law relating to foreigners, 1987,  
'Asylum law revision, foreigner law revision - no'. 
Design: Stephan Bundi 
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Genevan Patriotic Movement (Mouvement Patriotique  
Genevois), 1993,  
'No to the right to foreigners, to the introduction of the TVA'. 
Design: anonymous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nigg, Heinz (Hrsg.) (1999) Da und fort. Leben in zwei Welten. Interviews, Berichte und 
Dokumente zur Immigration und Binnenwanderung in der Schweiz. Zürich: Limmat Verlag 
 
 
 
 

 
Swiss People's Party Zurich (SVP Stadt Zürich), 1998,  
'Contact network for Kosovo- Albanians - no'.  
Design: anonymous 
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Yves Brutsch, 1996,  
'Immigration: why so much hatred? No to a simplistic and deceptive initiative'.  
Design: Helge Reumann 
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National Action against inundation of People and Homeland by Foreigners (Nationale 
Aktion gegen Überfremdung  
von Volk und Heimat),  
1975, 'An economy of our size: an economy for us Swiss!' 
Design: anonymous 
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Committee for an Airport (Komitee Pro Flughafen), 
1957, 'Zurich - cosmopolitan, airport - yes'.  
Design: T.H. Muyr 
 
 
 
 

Nigg, Heinz (1999) Here and away. Living in two worlds. Zurich: www.migrant.ch 
Translation: Simon Milligan 
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